
 

 

2 New South Wales 

2.1 Guide to the New South Wales 
legislation review schedule 

Legislation review 
 
NSW published a timetable of legislation appropriate for review in the NSW 
Government Policy Statement on Legislation Review (June 1996).  Since 1996, NSW 
has added several pieces of legislation to its review schedule. 
 
In August 1997, NSW published guidelines entitled Consulting on Reform: A 
Consultation Framework for Review of Anti-Competitive Legislation.  These 
guidelines establish a framework for agencies, to ensure reviews are conducted in an 
open and transparent manner, and public participation is facilitated. 
 
Proposals for new legislation are required to take account of competition policy 
requirements.  To ensure that this occurs, all proposals for new legislation or 
amendments to existing statutes are reviewed by officials of the Cabinet Office.  
Inconsistencies are either referred back to the responsible Minister for further 
consideration or brought to the attention of Cabinet. 
 
The Government’s legislation review timetable is regularly reviewed by the Premier 
in consultation with other Ministers, in accordance with the Government’s overall 
policy agenda. 
 
Progress to 31 December 1998 
 
New South Wales had scheduled 143 reviews for completion by the end of 1998.  Of 
those, 60 reviews were complete and 65 underway.  Of those reviews not yet 
completed, 17 were drafting final reports for Government consideration, two are now 
part of national review processes and three will be conducted jointly with Victoria. 
 
The Government has announced its response to 44 reviews, repealing 42 pieces of 
legislation.  Five pieces of legislation are currently before the Parliament.  Reform 
highlights include: 
 
• New South Wales’ Licence Reduction Program reviewed 250 licences between 

August 1995 and February 1997.  Of the 85 licences identified for repeal, 72 have 
already been repealed.  Proclamation of the remaining 13 repeals have been made 
contingent on the outcomes of other review processes including NCP reviews.  
New South Wales also made changes to reduce ‘red tape’ and provide for more 
certain and consistent decisions on development proposals. 
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• In-principle agreement has been reached to remove the Rice Marketing Board’s 
current vesting arrangements subject to the acceptance of Commonwealth single 
desk export arrangements. 

 
• Changes in the Environmental Planning and Assessment (Amendment) Act 1997 

are intended to simplify procedures for obtaining approvals to projects such as 
construction of new buildings or commencement of businesses through a one stop 
shop process. 

 
• Repeal of the Bread Act 1969 has removed the licensing requirements for bread 

manufacturers and also the restrictions on standard bread sizes, baking times and 
delivery times. 

 
• New South Wales are addressing ahead-of-time several reviews scheduled to be 

completed in 1999-2000.  Two reviews have been completed and have resulted in 
repeal of the related legislation and one other Act has also been repealed.  One 
1999-2000 review is currently underway and three others are being considered 
through a national process. 

 

2.2 Abbreviations 

A Arts 
Ag Agriculture 
AG Attorney-General 
COAG Council of Australian Governments 
E Energy 
Env Environment 
F Fisheries 
FT Fair Trading 
GR Gaming and Racing 
H Health 
IPART Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal 
IR Industrial Relations 
LG Local Government 
LWC Land and Water Conservation 
MIA Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area 
MR Mineral Resources 
NCC National Competition Council 
NCP National Competition Policy 
OH&S Occupational Health and Safety 
Po Police 
Pr Premier 
PW Ports and Waterways 
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PWS Public Works and Services 
R Roads 
SCAG Standing Committee of Attorneys-General 
SR Sport and Recreation 
SRD State and Regional Development 
TAB Totalizator Agency Board 
Tpt Transport 
Tr Treasurer 
UAP Urban Affairs and Planning 
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